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Asia Pacific candidates compete for the role of WIPO DG
Fifteen candidates have been nominated to succeed Kamil Idris as Director-General for WIPO.  They include Toufiq Ali, permanent representative of the Permanent Mission of Bangladesh in Geneva from Bangladesh; Francis Gurry, Deputy Director-General of WIPO, from Australia; Enrique Manalo from the Philippines; and Yoshiyuki Takagi from Japan. The WIPO Coordination Committee will makes its nomination at the conclusion of its extraordinary general meeting on 13 and 14 May, and the successor will officially take over the role at the General Assembly in September.
Asian region shows continued growth in PCT filings
Statistics released by WIPO in February show that, for the fourth year running, the most notable growth in PCT filings comes from countries in North-East Asia.  Japanese electronics manufacturer Matsushita topped the list of the biggest PCT filers, ousting Philips Electronics from first place. 

Japan and China first and third in patent filings

WIPO’s 2007 World Patent Report, which was published in August 2007 and provides figures from 2005, shows that Japan remains the country in which the most patent applications were filed. China leapt into 3rd place with growth of 32.9%.

Record industry wins copyright case against Yahoo!China

A Beijing appeal court recently upheld a decision against Yahoo! China in favour of the International Federation of the Phonographic Industry (IFPI).  Yahoo! China had offered mp3 search services that allowed users to search for and download unlicensed music by a process known as “deep-linking”. Yahoo! China was ordered to remove all links to unlicensed music, not just to those provided by the music companies.  On the same day, the Court dismissed IFPI’s appeal against a decision in favour of Baidu.com in relation to a similar matter.
Proposals to reform arbitration law in Hong Kong

The Hong Kong government has published a consultation paper proposing to reform arbitration law in the territory.  The proposal is to adopt the UN’s Model Law on International Commercial Arbitration as the basis for the new regime.

Japan introduces new competition laws

In late 2007 the Japanese Fair Trade Commission introduced new IP guidelines which set out which types of licensing might fall foul of competition laws in Japan. Problematic activities include restrictions on restrictions on research and development; grant-back requirements for exclusive licences; post-expiration limitations; acts to coerce a license on the basis of a platform technology; and discriminatory licensing.

Notable Asia Pacific Events (compiled from www.les-asiapacific.org)

17-19 April 2008
LESANZ Annual Conference, Melbourne Australia

2 – 4 May 2008
LESI International Delegates Meeting, Chicago, USA

4 – 7 May 2008
LESI Annual Conference, Chicago, USA

26-18 Sept 2008 
LESI International Delegates Meeting, Amsterdam

28-30 Sept 2008
LES PAN European Conference, Amsterdam

7 – 9 June 2009
LESI Annual Conference, Makati, Philippines

